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Brother Norman Crowe presenting his program on “U.S. Navy Shore Raids & Engagements, Eastern Theater, 

1861-1865” at the February camp meeting – Helmerick Library.   

March Camp Meeting   
 

While we thought we’d be back on familiar turf again 

for our camp meeting this month, Cdr. Rusk learned that 

we had been bumped off the library’s schedule.  

Therefore, for the next two months, we’ll be meeting at 

the Schusterman-Benson Library at 3333 E. 32nd Street, 

which is 2 blocks east of Harvard Ave.  As usual, the 

meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m.  Cdr. Rusk says that he 

hopes we’ll soon be able to regain the Kaiser Library as 

our regular meeting place.  In the meantime, we may 

have to dance around a bit. 

 

The program this month will be a roundtable discussion 

of Confederate General Sibley’s New Mexico 

Campaign.  Please come to the meeting prepared to 

contribute to the discussion and learn from others about 

this aspect of the War.  See these website references: 

 

http://dev.newmexicohistory.org/filedetails.php?fileID

=503  

 

https://www.essentialcivilwarcurriculum.com/sibleys-

new-mexico-campaign.html 

 

February Camp Meeting 
 

Unlike last month, February’s camp meeting held at the 

Helmerich Library was lightly attended.  Cdr. Rusk 

opened the main part of the meeting with a recap of the 

history of the SUVCW.  He said that he thought all 



members should have an understanding of how the 

organization began and the circumstances involved. 

 

 
Cdr. Mike Rusk conducts the February camp meeting at 

Helmerick Library. 

The featured speaker was Brother Norman Crowe, 

whose program was “U.S. Navy Shore Raids & 

Engagements, Eastern Theater, 1861-1865.” He passed 

out several pages of handouts depicting Navy rank 

insignia at the time, a map of engagements along the 

Atlantic coast in the southern states, and photos of 

several different types of naval vessels used during the 

war, for various purposes.  Norman explained the 

importance of the Navy actions during the war, and its 

effect on the outcome.  Lacking any shipbuilding 

facilities of its own, the South obtained it’s vessels from 

European sources.  

 

Having its own shipbuilding facilities greatly aided the 

Union Forces in producing the numbers of riverboats 

used to take control of the river shipping lanes. 

 

While the North’s seaside blockade of Confederate ports 

was fairly effective in preventing the importation of 

weapons, it was less successful in preventing the export 

of cotton, the South’s most commercial product. It did 

not capture all the southern ports (Mobile, AL, for 

example) until the end of the war. 

 

Norman pointed out both steam ships and sailing vessels 

operated on the seas during this period.  

 

Unfortunately for us, Norman’s future status as an 

Indian Nations Camp member is to be short lived.  He 

and his wife have just sold their house and will be 

relocating to OKC sometime this year.  This month will 

be his last camp meeting with us.  We wish the best for 

him. As a man with a Master’s Degree in history, and an 

active, and able participant, we recognize that losing 

him will create a big void in our camp.   

 

Camp Business Conducted In 

February 
 

SVC Carl Fallen gave a report on the status of our joint 

recruiting project in cooperation with the Col. Daniel N. 

McIntosh SCV Camp.  Both camps will have adjoining 

tables at the March 16-17 Gun Show at the Tulsa 

Fairgrounds.  Plans are for each camp to have PC’s on 

site to look up ancestor service from data bases.  Also, 

recruiting materials will be available for handout, and a 

joint banner is planned.  Volunteers are being solicited 

to work the table on Saturday and Sunday. 

 

 
Lorie Cooper, Connie Rowe, Mike Rusk, Connie Rowe, 

Rusk and Carol Cox attending the Rachel Cormany 

Chapter of Auxiliary No. 2, ASUVCW’s March chapter 

meeting.  (Photo by library employee) 
 

Commander’s Dispatch 
 

The main thing on our camp agenda for the coming days 

is to help plan and enjoy our annual Department of 

Oklahoma Encampment. To be held this year at the 

Community Center in Del City, Oklahoma. this will be 

our 18th encampment since the chartering of our 

department in 2002. I would like to draw everyone’s 



attention to the fact that in two years we will celebrate 

our 20th encampment as a department of the SUVCW. I 

plan to ask the Department Commander for a specially 

formed committee to have the mission of making our 

20th encampment special and a high point for all of us in 

the state. In camp meeting in March we will be selecting 

our delegates to this year’s encampment, so if you are 

able to attend you will likely be able to do so as a 

delegate. 

 

This year’s encampment badge was made with a 

different process from the badges of the past. Those in 

past years were cast from a hardened form of pewter. 

The badge this year was made from a die and is therefore 

much better detailed. A new color, shiny gold, was 

available as well as a nickel shade. 

 

Rachel Cormany Auxiliary  

 
As Indian Nations Camp #3 Commander I felt that it was 

important to visit our ladies auxiliary to find out what 

they are up to and to extend an invitation to the 

encampment next month. There were six ladies in 

attendance and they are a very enthusiastic group. They 

are planning on attending the encampment and are 

already planning the annual Memorial Day flag planting 

activity at Rosehill Cemetery is late May. I promised 

them that I would make a report to our camp about them 

and not let our camp lose sight of the fact that we have 

a great ladies Auxiliary. 

 

 

AI could help identify Civil War 

veterans in your family 
By Christopher Carbone  

Published March 10, 2019 Fox News 

A computer science professor has built a tool that could 

allow people to identify Civil War veterans in their 

families with the help of artificial intelligence.  

Kurt Luther, an assistant professor at Virginia Tech, 

developed a platform called Photo Sleuth after he 

discovered a picture of a distant relative who had fought 

in the Civil War.  

"Seeing my distant relative staring back at me was like 

traveling through time,” said Luther in a statement. 

"Historical photos can tell us a lot about not only our 

own familial history, but also inform the historical 

record of the time more broadly than just reading about 

the event in a history book."  

The professor, who considers himself a history buff, was 

inspired to create the software when he visited the Heinz 

History Center's exhibit called "Pennsylvania's Civil 

War" in Pittsburgh in 2013.  

That's where he found a portrait of Oliver Croxton, his 

great-great-great uncle who served in Company E of the 

134th Regiment, Pennsylvania, wearing a corporal's 

uniform.  Oliver Croxton is computer science Assistant 

Professor Kurt Luther's great-great-great uncle.  

The Civil War Photo Sleuth project launched in August 

2018 as a web-based platform at the National Archives 

in Washington, D.C.  

Users can upload photos, tag them with visual clues – 

such as the color of a coat, shoulder straps, collar 

insignia, or inscriptions – and connect them to profiles 

of Civil War soldiers with more detailed records of 

military service.  

The site’s post-launch success can be attributed in part 

to the input of its strong user community.  

According to a Virginia Tech's press release, more than 

600 users contributed more than 2,000 Civil War photos 

to the website in the first month after the launch, and 

roughly half of those photos were unidentified. More 

than 100 of the unknown photos were linked to specific 

soldiers, and an expert analysis found more than 85 

percent of the proposed identifications were probably or 

definitely correct.  

Photo Sleuth cross-references the uploaded images with 

its database, which contains 15,000 identified Civil War 

portraits from the public domain, including the U.S. 

Military History Institute. The database has grown 

dramatically since then. 

https://www.foxnews.com/tech/ai-could-help-identify-

civil -war-veterans-in-your-family 

Detroit Land Bank demolishes 

Civil War-era log cabin 
Mar 11, 2019  

 

 DETROIT (AP) Preservationists are angry that the 

Detroit Land Bank Authority demolished a log cabin 

just outside the city despite plans to relocate the 

structure, which may have been built before the Civil 

War. 

 



The authority tore down the cabin in Hamtramck on Feb. 

22, The Detroit News reported. 

The structure was hidden by a house built around it, said 

Krysta Ryzewski, an associate professor of archaeology 

at Wayne State University who received a tip about the 

cabin last year. The cabin was unusual because of hand-

painted floral stenciled wallpaper found in the interior.  

"It means this was not just your ramshackle expedient 

lean-to," Ryzewski said. "It was a home someone took a 

lot of care to build." 

Greg Kowalski, the chairman of the Hamtramck 

Historical Museum, had hoped to relocate the cabin to a 

park in front of City Hall. He said the piece of history 

was "treated like a piece of garbage" by demolishing it. 

"We did all this work," Kowalski said. "They just went 

ahead and demolished it right out from under our noses."  

The land bank favors historical preservation but was 

following procedure, said Alyssa Strickland, a 

spokeswoman for the land bank. The preservationists' 

plans for the cabin were incomplete and the authority 

was protecting taxpayer investments, she said. 

The property could've been removed from the 

demolition list if preservationists had reached out about 

the potential relocation sooner, Strickland said. The 

house that concealed the original cabin has been on the 

demolition list for nearly three years. 

The land bank had spent around $10,000 on the site on 

surveys and abatements, Strickland said. 

"Without a way to recoup that significant cost or time 

spent," she said, "it would be a waste of taxpayer 

dollars." 

 

Member Recruitment at Gun Show

 
SVC Carl Fallen and CC Mike Rusk man the recruiting 

table at the Tulsa Gun Show on Sunday, March 17. 

We have carried out our project of attempting to recruit 

new camp members at a Tulsa Gun Show.  The Show 

was held at the Exchange Center building at the Tulsa 

Fairgrounds on Saturday and Sunday March 16-17 from 

9 a.m. until 5 p.m.  As planned, we partnered with the 

SCV’s Camp McIntosh with each having a table side by 

side and sharing an electrical outlet for laptops.  Our 

theme was “Do You Have a Civil War Ancestor?” A 

large banner with those words and our respective logos 

was hung from the front of our tables.  Those having 

Confederate ancestry were referred to the SCV table, 

and we handled those with Union ancestry. 

 

We especially thank Brother Norman Crowe for his time 

and service on Saturday.  He brought his laptop PC and 

the research skills to look up ancestry records from 

online databases. He personally paid the $10 for internet 

access charged by the venue.  A disabled Marine veteran 

in constant pain, Norman gets around on a walker, but 

nothing stands in his way.  

 

Only time will tell how effective our efforts have been, 

because prospects are reluctant to sign up on the spot.  

We provided brochures and contact information for 

those interested.  Over time, we hope to hear from some 

of them.  This was not one of the big gun shows, so 

traffic by our table was proportionate.  We learned a lot 

from this experience, and hope to repeat it. 

 

Department Encampment April 13 

Cdr. Jim Baxter has announced that the Jeremiah Smith 

Camp will host the Department’s 18th Encampment to 

be held at Del City, OK on Saturday, April 13.  Other 

encampments have also been held at this Del City 

Municipal Building on SE 15th Street.  The meeting will 

run from 10:00 a.m. until noon. 

The Jeremiah Smith Camp has chosen Valencia's Italian 

Restaurant at Sooner Rd. and Reno as our post meeting 

get together. You can find an extensive menu with most 

meals between $10-$15, or you can share a pizza for 

even less. Cdr. Baxter says, “I recommend my favorites: 

chicken cacciatore, or shrimp diablo.” 

 

Camp Calendar 
 

March 28          Camp Meet – Schusterman-Benson Lib  

April 25            Camp Meet – Schusterman-Benson Lib                                                   

May 22            Camp Meeting – to be announced 

May 25         Place Grave Flags at Rose Hill Cemetery 

May 27             Memorial Day  

 

Editor: A. Carl Fallen – acfallen@sbcglobal.net  

Website: http://indiannationscamp3-suvcw.weebly.com 

Webmaster: Terri Walker (Rachel Cormany No. 2 Auxiliary) 
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