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Department Secretary Dr. William Andrews (right) gives a report to Department Commander Rex Griffin and 

Commander in Chief’s representative, Brian Pierson, during the 17th Oklahoma Department Encampment in the Stone 

Barracks at Historic Fort Gibson.  (Photo by Carl Fallen)      

May Camp Meeting – Battle of 

Carthage, MO 

 
This month, we’ll be back at our regular meeting place: 

the Kaiser Library, 5202 S. Hudson Ave. in Tulsa.  

Meeting time will be 6:30 p.m.  This month’s topic for 

discussion will be the Battle of Carthage, MO. 

 

Each brother is urged to do a little research on the 

battle so that he’ll be able to contribute to the 

discussion, as well as ask any questions that he may 

have about it.  Hopefully, others will be able to answer 

them from their research.  The success of this meeting 

format depends upon everyone being prepared to 

contribute to the conversation.  Since, it’s not far away, 

some of you have no doubt had a chance to visit the 

area and become acquainted with what took place 

there. 

 

April Camp Meeting – Oklahoma 

Forts  
 

Our discussion topic at last month’s camp meeting was 

Oklahoma Forts.  We only had five people present 

which considerably diminished the discussion.  We 

discussed eleven Oklahoma forts with emphasis on 



those occupied at some point during the Civil War.  

These forts were important for a number of reasons to 

the conduct of the War and to the Indian Territory in 

general.  

 

We had one new prospective member attending: 

Charlie Walker.  Charlie participated in our discussion 

and voiced an interest in joining the camp.  In the 

meantime, we have sent him a Membership 

Application Form, newsletter, and information about 

the organization.  He is coordinating with JVC Mike 

Gates.  Charlie is a long-time Tulsa resident, a former 

Scoutmaster, and a member of the Sons of the 

American Revolution. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Thanks to Cdr. Griffin 
 

Cdr. Rex Griffin volunteered and was elected to serve a 

second term as Department Commander.  He is the first 

to have done so.  We owe him a heartfelt thanks for a 

job well done.  He has been a fine representative for 

our department. 

 
Brother Jeffrey Kennedy and PDC Steve Clapp, members 

of the Jerimiah Smith Camp converse at the Department 

Encampment last month. 

 
Dept. Secretary Dr. William Andrews collects 

Encampment Fees and checks credentials of Encampment 

attendees.  Dr. Andrews is an extremely efficient and 

Department Commander Rex Griffin poses beside the 

Department Flag at last month's Department 

Encampment held in the Civil War Stone Barracks at 

Fort Gibson, OK. 



hard worker for the Department and deserves our 

appreciation for his many efforts on our behalf. 

 

 
Indian Nations Camp's Jesse Walker moves up to the 

Senior Vise Cdr. post in this year's slate of Department 

officers.  Jesse is shown at the Encampment with his wife, 

Terri sitting in the background.  Terri has served several 

years as our camp Webmaster.  

Memorial Day Ceremony 

Scheduled for Oaklawn Cemetery 
 

Our annual Memorial Day Ceremony will be held at 

the Oaklawn Cemetery at 11th Street and Peoria Ave. in 

downtown Tulsa.  It will be situated beside the GAR 

monument at the center of the cemetery and the large 

flagpole.  Patriotic Instructor, Joe Fears, will be in 

charge.  The event will begin at 10 a.m. 

Each year, we try to alternate the ceremony between 

the two GAR monuments: the one at Rose Hill 

Cemetery and the one at Oaklawn.  For many years, the 

monument at Oaklawn was overgrown with hedges 

placed at the foot of the cemetery’s flagpole, until Greg 

Moore, a former Indian Nations member, called to our 

attention that the monument was there.  Sure enough, 

when we parted the bushes, there it was.  It had been 

installed years earlier and seemed to have been 

forgotten by almost everyone. 

 

We are glad to have the two monuments in Tulsa, and 

to be able to alternate our ceremonies between them.   

 

 
Pictured above is our delegate ribbon and Encampment 

Badge issued to each Encampment attendee.   The ribbon 

was designed by Carl Fallen and the badge by Mike Rusk. 



 

Camp Calendar 
 

May 24             Camp Meeting – Kaiser Library  

May 28            Memorial Day – Oaklawn Cem.             

June 28             Camp Meeting – Kaiser Library  

July 26              Camp Meeting – Kaiser Library  

Aug 9-12           National Encampment – MA 

  

The National Mall Welcomes a 

New Memorial for Memorial 

Day Weekend 

Published: May 16, 2018 
(Reprinted from the Internet) 

 

USAA Brings Poppy Memorial to 

Nation's Capital May 25-27 to 

Honor the 645,000 

Servicemembers lost since World 

War I 

SAN ANTONIO, May 16, 2018 /PRNewswire/ --

 USAA, in cooperation with the National Park Service, 

has announced that a temporary memorial installation 

is coming to the National Mall and Memorial Parks in 

Washington, D.C. this Memorial Day weekend. The 

Poppy Memorial is a translucent structure that 

measures 133 feet long, 8 1/2 feet tall and is filled with 

more than 645,000 poppy flowers —  honoring every 

man and woman that gave their life in service of our 

nation since World War I. 

Inspired by the World War I poem, "In Flanders 

Fields," the poppy is a widely-recognized symbol of 

remembrance for these servicemembers. The Poppy 

Memorial is a somber and powerful display that 

represents the depth of national sacrifice by paying 

tribute to each individual. 

"The poppy flower symbolizes those who gave the last 

full measure in defense of our freedoms," said Vice 

Admiral (Ret.) John Bird, USAA Senior Vice President 

of Military Affairs. "The Poppy Memorial visualizes 

the magnitude of that sacrifice and reminds us all of the 

price that was paid. We are grateful to the National 

Park Service for allowing us to display this inspiring 

and educational exhibit among the permanent 

monuments, as a testament to the enduring bravery of 

our men and women in uniform." 

From May 25 through May 27, the Poppy Memorial 

will be open to the public daily for viewing from 9 a.m. 

to 9 p.m. ET. The memorial will be displayed on the 

southwestern side of the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting 

Pool – with the Lincoln Memorial to the west, the 

Korean War Memorial to the south, the reflecting pool 

due north and the World War II Memorial to the east. 

The more than 645,000 poppies are a combination of 

VFW "Buddy"® poppies and poppies from the 

American Legion Family, both programs designed to 

encourage Americans to wear poppies in remembrance 

of the fallen. 

Additionally, visitors to the installation on the National 

Mall will find on-site kiosks to dedicate a digital 

poppy. Those unable to visit the Poppy Memorial in 

Washington, D.C. can visit  

www.poppyinmemory.com to dedicate a digital poppy 

to a fallen loved one or as a gesture of appreciation for 

those who sacrificed all. The site also allows users to 

find previously dedicated poppies that memorialize the 

servicemembers lost since World War I, and to directly 

share a "Poppy In Memory" on Facebook and Twitter. 

 

FLAGS AT ROSEHILL 
  
The Rachel Cormany Auxiliary will plant around 40 

flags on the graves of Union veterans buried at the 

Rosehill cemetery on Saturday, May 26, 2018 

beginning at 10:00. This is an annual event and is a 

very meaningful way to recognize those who served in 

the Civil War. As in the past our camp is invited to 

assist. We will meet in the parking lot beside the main 

cemetery building to get our maps and flags at 10:00. It 

takes about 2 hours to reach all of the veterans in the 

cemetery so having several teams would be good.  
 

----------------------------0-------------------------------- 

 

With 2018 marking the 150th anniversary of Memorial 

Day, and the 100th anniversary of the end of World 

War, we should consider the true nature of the holiday 

this May 28.  The U.S. Government instituted the 

Decoration Day in 1868 as a national day of 

remembrance for the fallen soldiers from the Civil War 

of 1861 – 1868. 
----------------------------0-------------------------------- 
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