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Battle of Antietam (image from the internet) 

September Camp Meeting -              

The Battle of Antietam 
 

The discussion topic for Thursday’s camp meeting will 

be the Battle of Antietam, which was fought about this 

time of the year in 1862 (September 17).  It is also 

known in the south as the Battle of Sharpsburg, 

because it was fought near the town of Sharpsburg, 

Maryland.  It was the bloodiest day in United States 

history.  A total of over 22,000 dead, wounded, or 

missing has been attributed to the battle. 

 

The camp meeting will be held at our usual time (4th 

Thursday, 6:30 p.m.), but again this month the meeting 

will be at the Schusterman-Benson Library 3333 E. 

32nd Place, which is just a block east of Harvard Ave.  

There is parking on the north side. The meeting room is 

on the east side of the library entrance. 

 

August Camp Meeting   

The Red River Campaign 
 

The Union objectives of the Red River Campaign was 

to: 1) capture Texas to prevent Mexican Emperor 

Maximilian from threatening the region; 2) crippling 

the Confederate resistance west of the Mississippi; and 

3) seizing the cotton land.  The attack was multi-

pronged in southwest Arkansas and northwest 

Louisiana. 

 

The Confederates were getting substantial support from 

Texas agricultural commodities. Shreveport, was the 



state capitol, armament manufacturing was 

concentrated there, and it was the home to a naval yard 

that built both ironclad warships and unproven but 

fearful submarines. The campaign’s success meant 

enormous profits to both the navy and civilian 

speculators in confiscating Confederate cotton.  

 

The campaign was planned by General-in-Chief Henry 

Halleck, and carried out by Rear Admiral David Dixon 

Porter, who commanded the naval force, and Major 

General Nathaniel P. Banks commanding the overland 

forces. It was a disaster for the Union. There was deep 

animosity between the two men, which materially 

affected the outcome of the campaign. The 

outnumbered Confederates, who were disadvantaged 

by at least 2 to 1, maximized their positions to repel the 

invasion. 

 

It would seem that the planners were too far removed 

from the battlefield to understand the difficulties and 

limitations an invading force would face.  The rivers to 

be navigated by naval vessels had hardly enough depth 

to support large gunboats and other craft to be used in 

support of ground troops.  Flows could be diverted to 

reduce water levels and leave watercraft stranded. This 

peril was evidently not factored into Union strategy.  

Also, lack of coordination between the ground troops 

and navy resulted in the ground forces traveling too far 

afield to be supported by the powerful naval gunfire.  

The army’s long train was poorly organized, leaving it 

weakened and vulnerable.  Its chosen route left few 

opportunities for forage. 

 

The delays on this route presented Confederate Major 

General Richard Taylor with time to scout his location 

and choose the ground upon which he would give 

battle: Sabine Crossroads, just south of Mansfield.  

Outnumbered 2 to 1, Taylor scored a victory despite 

losing two of his brigadier generals.  The disposition 

and leadership under Banks doomed the besieged 

Union force to defeat. 

 Photo from the Red River Campaign. 

The formidable supply train that had for days slowed 

the column’s advance and prevented the arrival of 

reinforcements to the battle, now choked the narrow 

road south, making an effective and orderly retreat 

impossible. 

 

The following day, the two antagonists met again 

farther south at Pleasant Hill.  The Federals put up a 

more determined resistance here, but Banks’ leadership 

remained a liability. The loss of much of his supply 

train at Mansfield, and running low on water, caused 

him to retreat again. 

 

Taylor asked for more troops in an effort to finish 

Banks, but instead, his superiors reduced his forces. 

Nevertheless, he continued to harass Banks’ troops as 

they retreated down the Red River.    

 

 
Steamboat New Falls City 

Porter and his naval contingent of 30 warships and 

even more numerous support and transport vessels 

proved no more able to reach Shreveport.  The water in 

the river became more shallow with each mile they 

traveled north.  Eventually, they reached the point 

where Confederates had scuttled the giant 300 feet long 

steamboat, New Falls City crosswise in the river with 

each end of it resting on dry land. This was the end of 

the trail for the navy.  Learning of Banks’ defeat, and 

running out of navigable waterway, the boats turned 

back. But it was a long and difficult journey. Along the 

way, he would lose several more support vessels. 

 

Reaching the falls at Alexandria two months later, they 

were now found to be impassable. Lt. Col. Bailey 

saved the fleet by proposing and building a series of 

temporary dams to raise the water level and provide a 

chute through which the ironclads could pass. 

 

This left Banks free to continue his retreat to the 

Atchafalaya River and safety. Taylor lacked the 

numbers to stop him.  Banks entered the campaign 



hoping for a success to propel him into the presidency. 

Instead, it effectively ended his career as an operational 

military commander.  

 

General Sherman called the Red River Campaign “one 

damn blunder from beginning to end.” 

 

 
Artist's depiction of the Battle of Antietam at the point of 

Burnside's Bridge. 

Commander’s Dispatch 
 

Indian Nations Camp #3 will discuss the Battle of 

Antietam at our camp meeting on September 27, 2018 

at the Schusterman Library. I hope all camp members 

will be able to attend and contribute to our discussion. I 

would also like to hear from everyone as to their 

feelings about how we have been organizing our camp 

meetings. Replacing formal programs from people 

outside of our organization with roundtable discussions 

within our membership seems to be a good way for 

everyone to contribute and share their knowledge of 

the Civil War. I also encourage all members to be 

ready to present short subjects of interest whether 

related to our larger topic or not. I am always amazed 

at the depth of knowledge that our members have about 

battles, politics and the general culture of the Civil 

War.  

 

I have been talking with Todd Cathey of SCV 

MacIntosh camp to arrange for a joint meeting with our 

camp in October. As soon as I have all the details I will 

let everyone know. This joint meeting will constitute 

our regular October camp meeting.   

 

Finally, we are approaching the time when we form a 

slate of officers for the coming year. New officers are 

installed at the January camp meeting. I ask everyone 

to consider holding a position for the coming year. Too 

often there are more vacancies than there are camp 

members to fill them and some officers have to carry 

out two jobs for a lack of candidates. A nominating 

committee will be working to form a slate for 2019…..I 

hope to see YOU on it.  

 

Veterans Day Parade 
 

Lacking interest, the camp will not participate in the 

Veterans Day Parade this year.  This does not mean 

that we don’t support the parade and the demonstration 

of our support for American veterans.  Perhaps we can 

return next year. 

 

In the meantime, we would urge everyone to go out at 

11 a.m. on Monday, November 12 to watch the parade 

and cheer on those have served their country with 

honor. 

 

Call for 2019 Camp Officers 
 

As mentioned in the Commander’s Dispatch, it is time 

to develop a slate of camp officers for next year.  Much 

of our success (or failure) can be traced to the selection 

of these men who will hold our key officer posts, for 

they will lead us.  Not only will they be responsible to 

carry out the several necessary administrative 

functions, but their innovative ideas to create interest 

and expand our camp membership will contribute 

greatly to our success. 

 

Most of us have already held one or more of the officer 

positions, but we will probably have to be willing to do 

it again, because of the rather small number of active 

camp members.  Please take this into consideration, 

and volunteer to serve the camp.  Your brother camp 

members will appreciate your willingness to do so.  

 

 

Camp Calendar 
 

September 27    Camp Meeting – Schusterman Library 

October 9           Joint Camp Meeting with SCV 

                 Hardesty Regional Library  

December 6          Camp Meeting – Kaiser Library 
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